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Smart Rider’s Outfit awarded Fennia Prize 2003
Rukka successful against Nokia and Buscom

The motorcycle industry has been connecting Rukka for years with high-quality protective textiles that not just combine function, safety and comfort in the best possible manner but also look stylish and attractive. Rukka products’ superior design therefore was frequently recognised in and outside the industry, winning numerous prizes and awards – last but not least the „Golden Hanger Award 2001“.

Now, Rukka’s head of design Jasmiine Julin-Aro will get around to accepting yet another trophy: Among illustrious competitors like Nokia or Buscom (a producer of public transport data management solutions), the Design Forum Finland preferred the Rukka suit from the ‘Smart Rider’s Outfit’ (SRO) and awarded it the ‘Fennia Prize 2003’.

Jurors put special emphasis on the suits combination of a good cut with innovative materials and persistent design including numerous well-integrated safety features. They also praise Rukka’s exemplary cooperation with leading specialists among their subcontractors and material suppliers, enabling the Finnish manufacturer to quickly incorporate the latest state-of-the-art developments and materials into readily marketable products.

The SRO suit uses Armacor Gore-Tex 3-layer laminate as upper material, whose outstanding protective capabilities and high wearing comfort were confirmed after independent tests by the German automobile association ADAC in the spring of 2002. The inner lining is equipped with Outlast fabric to even out temperature changes. Its removable inner jacket features Gore AirVantage adjustable insulation, a breathable, removable insert with inflatable air chambers that allows wearers to adjust the garment’s degree of thermal insulation according to their requirements.

But the Smart Rider’s Outfit comprises more than just the Rukka SRO suit: In close cooperation with Rukka and the Technical University of Tampere (Finland), internationally leading manufacturers Schuberth (helmets) and Frey Daytona (footwear) developed the Schuberth SRO helmet, a luxury carbon fibre helmet with integral sunshade and wireless bluetooth headset, and the hi-tech touring boot Daytona EvoRider GTX/O built in twin-shell technology as premiered on Daytona’s top-of-the-line racing boot Security EVO. Like the Rukka suit, both products feature Outlast fabric and the connections between the individual SRO components are matched to a perfect fit for maximum comfort.

Finish cell phone giant Nokia’s Research Center comprises the SRO group’s fifth member, overseeing the seamless integration of the Nokia bluetooth mobile phone as technology partner and covering the future integration of further electronic systems. The SRO Project aims to integrate safety features like night vision and anti-collision systems, displays for navigation and traffic information an even bio-monitoring into motorcycling apparel besides communication technology. Its time frame has preliminarily been set to ten years.

The Design Forum Finland, maintained by the Finnish Society for Crafts and Design founded in 1875, actively promotes the competitiveness and development of Finnish industry and culture through the means of design. The new international Fennia Prize, awarded every two years, replaces the former Pro Finnish Design award, a design competition taking place between 1990 and 2000. Its purpose is to support the manufacture of high-standard products and to promote the competitiveness and internationalisation of the finnish industry. For further information, please access http://www.designforum.fi/ .

Do you need additional information, images or clothing samples? Please phone Rukka Press-Service under ++49/(0)221/93588-24. Digital images are available for download from our press server under http://www.rukka.com/press_fs.html. Please contact tarja.malinen@rukka.com for credentials.
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